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Press Release  
 
 
 

Zürich, January 22nd 2009 
 
 
The Schachgesellschaft Zürich celebrates 200th anniversary with 
spectacular jubilee events 
 
The Schachgesellschaft Zürich, the world’s oldest chess club, celebrates its 
200th year in 2009 with spectacular jubilee events. To mark the anniversary, 
some of the greatest masters of the last five decades, including World 
Champions Spassky, Kasparov and Anand, will play at the event. Highlights 
will be a simultaneous exhibition and a rapid chess tournament on the 22nd and 
23rd of August, held in Zurich Main Railway Station. With generous sponsor 
support from Credit Suisse the Schachgesellschaft Zürich continues its long 
standing tradition of world class chess tournaments.   
 
On Saturday the 22nd of August, in simultaneous games 200 amateurs will be 
honoured to face eight word-class chess players, who have made historical 
contributions to world chess over the last 50 years: Viswanathan Anand, Anatoly 
Karpov, Garry Kasparov, Viktor Korchnoi, Vladimir Kramnik, Boris Spassky, Ruslan 
Ponomariov and Veselin Topalov. On Sunday the 23rd of August, these champions 
will compete against each other in an exciting rapid chess format.  Judit Polgar, the 
strongest female chess player ever, and Werner Hug of Schachgesellschaft Zürich, 
former world junior chess champion, will replace Kasparov and Spassky, who have 
retired from competitive chess. 
 
A huge number of spectators, from enthusiasts to the generally curious, is expected 
for the events at Zurich Railway Main Station. And no one need miss it: All 
commemorative events will be streamed live via Internet.  
 
The jubilee commences with an open tournament; certain to be one of the most 
exciting open chess tournaments of 2009. Players of every skill level, from beginners 
to the elite world class, are expected and will be welcomed at the Zurich 
Kongresshaus from August 9th to the 15th, 2009. They will compete in two 
tournaments, 9 rounds each, for CHF 100.000 guaranteed prize money and many 
attractive prizes.  
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To further honour the occasion, Richard Forster, reputable chess historian, will 
release his comprehensive book, researched in great detail, on the unique history of 
the Schachgesellschaft Zürich. Entitled “Schachgesellschaft Zürich: 1809 bis 2009”, 
Forster’s work will analyze the development of the Schachgesellschaft Zürich from 
the times of Napoleon to the present day.  
 
Please visit www.sgzurich2009.ch for further information about the 
Schachgesellschaft Zürich’s jubilee. 
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